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May 2026 ~  Issue No. 34  ~   Donna Lent-Russell, Designer/Editor

Hello SARW Members, Associates & Friends! 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE:
www.sarwclub.com

Our third Fiesta Ole’ was Grande! We enjoyed great 
Fiesta outfits, hats, entertainment, and festive decorating by our 
own RosieBella Gastelum who was just featured on KENS 5 
for her award-winning Fiesta hats and floats. To top it off, the 
guests were a great group of fun loving, singing and dancing 
Republicans who joined to help support our candidates. 
 The runoff elections are almost here. Voting is 
critical. Our elected officials must share our priorities: border 
security, government fraud & waste, election integrity, sanctity 
of life, and the Islam threat. Get to know the candidates - check 
out their experience and voting record - and support the one 
who best represents your values. 
 Our May 14th General Meeting is the last meeting 
until September 10th. The program promises to be interesting 
and informative. Our keynote speaker, John Guandolo, is an 
expert on counterterrorism and the Islamic threat. We are very 
fortunate to have him. Later this month, he will be the speaker 
at an event in Washington DC where ticket prices begin at 
$125.00. Additional speakers will address city council issues 
and local elections. 
 SARW officers will let you know about candidates’ 
campaign activities, volunteer opportunities, and club social 
events . Make plans to attend - You really don’t want to miss 
this meeting! Your Board is already lining up fall speakers and 
working on our annual October fundraiser to support our 
conservative candidates when we get back together in 
September.  As a reminder, “Trunk Times” will break for 
summer, with the next edition coming out in September. 

I hope to see you May 14th
Christine(Political advertisements contained within this 

newsletter and/or social media accounts are not 
an endorsement of San Antonio Republican 
Women (SARW), its President, or its Campaign 
Activities Chairman, only candidate information 
to help you make an informed decision and get 
involved with the candidate of your choice.)

Christine Nichol, SARW 
President

TRUNK IMEST



Appointed Officers and Board Members 
Campaign Chair Karen Jones / kaj2642@sbcglobal.net
Chaplain Elizabeth Nolan / elizabethnolan10.0@gmail.com
Corresponding Secretary Sherrie Calhoun / sherriecal@yahoo.com
Parliamentarian Marty Carpenter / marty110@att.net
Director of Social Media Donna Russell / sarwclub@yahoo.com
Internal Reviewer Marty Carpenter / marty110@att.net

Appointed Standing Committee Chairs 
Awards Cynthia Smith
Bylaws Cynthia Smith
Caring for America Lily Wasluskas / lwasluskas1@link.net
Decorations Rosiebella Gastelum / rosiebellag11@gmail.com
Handbook Sandy Bush / SARW.Treasurer@gmail.com
Hospitality Kathleen Zurlo / kathleenszurlo@yahoo.com
 Becky Perez & Yvonne Perez / Gvonne@gmail.com 
Jewelry Sylvia Lent / syllent@sbcglobal.net
Judicial Liaison Cynthia Smith / cynthia@cdsmithlaw.com
Literacy Marty Carpenter / marty110@att.net
Photographer Mary Louise York / marylouise402@gmail.com
Scholarship Martha Robbins / marrobb@spectrum1.net
Senior Americans Brenda Dever-Armstrong / deverb@att.net
Telephone Sandra Murphy / smurphymit@yahoo.com
 Linda Holland / linda_22333@satx.rr.com

SARW 2026 OFFICERS & COMMITTEES
President Christine Nichol / SARW.President@gmail.com
1st VP Programs Annette Skalomenos / SARW.Programs@gmail.com
2nd VP Ways & Means Dianna Lorenz / SARW.Waysandmeans@gmail.com
3rd VP Membership Sylvia Gartner / SARW.Membership@gmail.com
Secretary Lauretta Smith / lgesmith29@gmail.com
Treasurer General Jackie Fisher / SARW.Treasurer@gmail.com
Treasurer PAC Sandy Bush / SARW.Treasurerpac@gmail.com
Immediate Past President Diana Ridgway / ridgwaydiana@gmail.com

mailto:sarwclub@yahoo.com


Happy 
Mother’s
Day

SARW GM 
Luncheon
At Anne Marie’s, 
visit 
www.sarwclub.com

RPBC 
Lincoln 
Regan 
Trump 
Dinner

Memorial Day

Verna Quaranto – 8th  Susan Lynch – 10th 
Paula Moore – 11th  Jackie Fisher – 14th

Lori Langelier – 22nd Elaine Hawkins – 22nd 
Lee Klein – 23rd  Renee Oliver – 29th 
Lynn Kolenberg – 30th 

Primary 
Runoff
Election Day

June 11-13 RPT Convention
George R Brown Convention Center, Houston, TX

Early voting 
General & 
Bond Election

Cinco de
Mayo





Pastor Lorenzo Sewell will be our 
Keynote Speaker at SARW’s Fall 

Fundraiser “AMERICANA” 
~ October 3, 2026 ~

“Chick’s Having an AWESOME Time”
Is back THIS Summer for

Fun and Fellowship!
Stay Tuned for Dates, Time & Location

Held 2nd Thursday of the month
June, July & August



The Information Bar
Raising the Bar for Well-Being one article at a time

Articles by SARW Member Brenda Dever-Armstrong, 
CEO/Owner/CSA/Geriatric Advisor/Lifetime Advocate, The Next Horizon.

Scammers are Impersonating ALL Ages
~ Especially Seniors!

Even if your caller ID, text or email says your bank, credit union or other personal institutions, be cautious!  
Watch out for scammers who want to video call you or take control of your screen.  Don’t click links in 
texts you were not expecting or share one-time codes and passcodes.    Call the institutions!!

Here are some examples! 

Unsolicited Contact:  If you get an unexpected email, text or call of social media message asking for 
money or information, could be a scam.

Posing as someone you trust:  Scammers pretend to be figures like government officials, companies, 
financial institutions, IRS, Courts saying you owe money or a family member in jail – bail them out, or 
even friends/family.  
Don’t trust caller ID to verify their identity. 

Pressure to act fast:  Scammers often use limited-time offers, threats or emergencies to rush you into 
making quick decisions.

Emotional manipulation:  If someone is playing on emotions like fear, sympathy, or excitement to 
influence your decisions, it might be a scam. 

Requests to pay in specific ways:  Scammers often insist on payment through cryptocurrency, wire 
transfers, payment apps or gift cards.



THE STOP METHOD CAN HELP PROTECT YOU

These steps can help you stay ahead of scammers:  
Stay Cautious:  Always be on alert when someone asks for information or money.
Take Your Time:  Scammers want to rush you.  Slow down and think before you act.
Only Trust Verified Sources:  Double-check information through trusted channels.
Protect Your Info.  Never share personal or financial details unless your are sure who you are 
dealing with.  

FALLING FOR A FAKE JOB LISTING

Some folks get a  message on Linkedin from a “recruiter” at well-known tech company offering a 
remote position with a great salary.  After the interview and they will hire you, they sometimes send 
a check to cover equipment costs.  You go to deposit the check but it bounces, and the equipment 
never arrived.  The recruiter and the company disappear, leaving you unable to get the money back.  

DO YOUR RESEARCH: Do an online search for their names along with terms like “scam” or 
“complaint.”  BE CARE WITH CHECKS:  Scammers can make them look real before they bounce.  
VERIFY THE COMPANY:  Remember: scammers use technology and social media to appear 
credible.  If you think it is fraud – you can also contact the Texas Attorney Office and report.

Brenda Dever-Armstrong, CEO/The Next Horizon Seniors & Military (Veterans/Spouses) 
Advocate/Resources/Services/Locator/Bus Cell: 210-275-3002/
Web: www.nexthorizonlocators.com



These photos say it all — community, celebration, 
and the unforgettable energy of SARW Fiesta Olé 

Fundraiser 2026.  

We were honored to share the laughter, 
friendship, and Fiesta spirit that made this year’s 
SARW Fiesta Olé Fundraiser truly special. From 

vibrant moments to heartfelt connections, Fiesta Olé 
2026 gave us memories worth celebrating!

Congratulations to the King and Queen of SARW 
Fiesta Ole’ 2026, Sherrie Hay and Neil Smith, and to 
all winners of the evening, especially RosieBella who 

took home this year’s commemorative
Art Piece created by SARW’s very own resident 

artist, Donna Lent-Russell















RENEW OR BECOME A MEMBER TODAY!

Membership Levels Available:
Active Membership or Renewals $40.00
Active members receive all privileges of membership and may be asked to assist with volunteer 
work and fundraising.

Associate Membership $30.00
Associate membership is for women who are active members of another Republican club affiliated 
with the TFRW or men associated with the Republican Party.

Young Affiliate $25.00
Young affiliate membership is for young women between the ages of thirteen and seventeen and 
may serve on committees.

You may join at one of our monthly meetings or go online (www.sarwclub.com) and process a 
membership form and payment or mail a check.  If you mail a check, please make checks payable 
to:   San Antonio Republican Women.  

A membership form is available on the next page for your convenience. 

Mail to:
San Antonio Republican Women

Treasurer 
PO Box 700523

San Antonio, Texas 78270
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